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CONPIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 6147 
CINCPAC POR POLAD 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, PDIP, PINS, LA, US, PR, AS, UK 
SUBJECT: PURTHER "SECURITY'' HARASSMENT OP VIENTIANE 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS 

REF: A) VIENTIANE 6104 (NOTAL) 

B) VIENTIANE 6111 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY. THE REGIME CONTINUES TO AGITATE AND PROPAGANDIZE 
THE VIENTIANE POPULATION UTILIZING "SECURITY" ROADBLOCKS 
TO HARASS THE POPULATION INCLUDING THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
AND ACTUALLY DETAINING AN AMERICAN DIPLOMAT AND ARRESTING 
AND CONPINING PRENCH AND WEST GERMAN DIPLOMATS IN THE 
GENERAL CONPUSION. MORE INCIDENTS AND, WE SUPPOSE, 
ACCIDENTS, ARE TO BE EXPECTED. END SUMMARY 

1 . REPTELS DESCRIBED THE PROBLEM WE HAD ON PRIDAY, 
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OCTOBER 31 WHEN VARIOUS LAO SECURITY PERSONNEL SURROUNDED 
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THIRD SECRETARY ANDERS IN HIS HOUSE AETER HE HAD 
ALLEGEDLY FAILED TO GET OUT OF HIS CAR AT ONE OE THE 
NUMEROUS ROADBLOCKS SET UP IN VIENTIANE. IT TOOK US 
ALL DAY TO GET THE GUARDS REMOVED AND ANDERS' "DETEN- 
TION" IN HIS HOUSE ENDED. WE THOUGHT WE HAD TROUBLES 
BUT IT NOW APPEARS THAT OUR FRENCH AND WEST GERMAN 
COLLEAGUES HAD WORSE ONES AND SOME OTHER EOREIGN 
DIPLOMATS HAD LESSER ONES. 

2. FRENCH CHARGE LAMBERT TOLD ME NOVEMBER 3 THAT A 
NEWLY ARRIVED DIPLOMATIC OFEICER AND HIS WIPE WERE 
ARRESTED NOVEMBER 1 AND SPENT TWO NIGHTS IN A VIENTIANE 
JAIL BEFORE HE WAS ABLE TO OBTAIN THEIR RELEASE. 

LAMBERT WOULD NOT TELL ME THEIR NAMES BUT WE HAVE 
SINCE DETERMINED THAT THEY WERE PRESS ATTACHE CHRISTOPHE 
NAIGEON AND HIS WIFE. ARRESTED AND CONFINED WITH THEM 
WAS DR. MICHAEL BURISH, A WEST GERMAN ASSIGNED AS AN 
ADVISER TO THE MINISTRY OF PLAN. THE NAIGEONS AND 
BURISH WERE ARRESTED FOR TRESPASSING ON THE AFTERNOON 
OF NOV 1. WHEN THEY ENTERED AND INSPECTED AN APPARENTLY 
EMPTY HOUSE BELONGING TO ONE OF THE SANANIKONES WHICH THEY 
THOUGHT WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR RENTAL BY THE NAIGEONS. 

IT WAS, IN FACT, A PL BILLET. 

"XAT LAO ', "VIENTIANE MAI" AND "OPFICE DE TRADUCTION LAO," 

ON NOVEMBER 4, ALL QUOTED SIMUONG DOUANGKEO OF THE 
VIENTIANE POLICE TO THE EFPECT THAT ALL THREE HAD BEEN 
EXPELLED FROM LAOS. HOWEVER, ALL THREE REMAIN IN 
VIENTIANE AND NEITHER EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED ANY WORD 
ABOUT EXPULSION. 

3. WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THAT TWO AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
STAFP MEMBERS HAD THEIR EOREIGN MINISTRY ID CARDS 
CONFISCATED WHEN THEY PRESENTED THEM AT A ROADBLOCK. 

OUR BRITISH COLLEAGUES ARE ALSO ENCOUNTERING THE ROAD- 
BLOCKS BUT HAVE HAD NO PARTICULAR PROBLEM AS YET. 

4. LAMBERT EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT THE LAO AUTHORI- 
TIES WERE NOT DELIBERATELY ATTEMPTING TO HARASS THE 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS BUT THAT ACTIONS OF VARIOUS POPULAR 
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"SECURITY" ELEMENS WERE CONSEQUENCES OP A DELIBERATE 
REGIME DECISION TO "MOBILIZE" THE POPULATION. PRENCH 
GENERAL KOPP, ALSO PRESENT, NOTED THAT A GREAT MANY 
PEOPLE WERE CLUTCHING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS WITH THEIR 
FINGERS ON THE TRIGGERS AT THE MANY ROADBLOCKS AND 
SUGGESTED ACCIDENTS WERE LIKELY TO OCCUR. EMBASSY 
SECURITY OFFICER OBSERVED THAT SOME OF THE PEOPLE AT 
ONE ROADBLOCK WERE FIRING IN THE AIR RATHER FREELY 
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THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 3. 

5. NAKKHALA SOUVANNAVONG, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, ALSO PRESENT, SAID HE AND PROFES- 
SIONAL COLLEAGUES WERE HAVING SOME SUCCESS IN PERSUADING 
SOUBANH SRITHIRATH TO BECOME MORE ACTIVE IN DEFENDING 
THE RIGHTS OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN THE MIDST OF 

THE CURRENT "SECURITY" ORGY. MAKKHALA ALSO REMARKED 
THAT SOME PATHET LAO CADRES HAD BEEN CAUGHT UP IN ROAD- 
BLOCK INCIDENTS AND TREATED LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE. HE 
THOUGHT THAT THESE EXPERIENCES WOULD ENCOURAGE MODER- 
ATION. 

6. COMMENT: SOUBANH AND OTHER CADRES MAY BE GETTING 
SOME ON-THE-JOB TRAINING IN DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND 
IMMUNITIES BUT I REMAIN UNCONVINCED FOR THE MOMENT 
THAT THEY ARE INCLINING TOWARD MODERATION. THE 
CURRENT HARASSMENT OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS AND JUST 
ABOUT EVERYBODY ELSE IS THE DIRECT RESULT OF THE 
REGIME'S AGITATION AND PROPAGANDA AMONG UNSOPHISTICATED 
ELEMENTSOF THE POPULATION IN PURSUIT OF SOME CRUDE 

TEXT BOOK CONCEPT OF HOW TO CONSOLIDATE A REVOLUTION. 
MORE INCIDENTS AND, WE SUPPOSE, ACCIDENTS, MAY BE 
EXPECTED. 
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